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L INAME
HISTORIC Baltimore County Courthouse

AND/QA COMMON

TIiCIN

STSEET & NUMBER

@LOD‘

Washington

401 Washington Avenue 2nd Congressional District
CITY. TONN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Towson  VICINITY OF 4+h Councilmanic District
STATE . COUNTY
Marylana Paltimore
FIEY .
{3 ]CLASSIFICATION
CATEGCRY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT X pustic X occuried __AGRICULTURE __MUSIUM
X_BUILDINGIS) __PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL . PAAR
" _STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORKIN PROZRESS __EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE BES (L NCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT  __RELIGIOUS
o —OBJECT ——NPROLCESS —YES: RESTRICT:ZD }_(_GO‘-’ERN.‘.':':NT _SCizNTVIFIC
{ _..BEIiNG CONSIDERED }iYES‘. UNRESTFICTEO —iINDUSTRIAL . TRAMNSPORTATION
& - __NO __MILITARY __OTHER
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nameg Baltimore County : .
c/o Office of Central Services Telepinone i#: 494-3855
STREET & NUMEER
3403 County Courts Building, 401 Boslev Avenue
CITY. TOWN STATE , Z1D CO&¢e
Towson VICINITY CF Marvland 21204
¥ ¥ LEGAL DESCRISTIOR .
~ LOCATION CF G B28CZIPTION Liber £: HMF 9
COURTHOUSE. . . . Folio &: 62 (1854)
ReGisTRY OF ogeps.erc. county Courts Building i /
STREET & NUIMBER
401 Bosley Avenue
CiTY. TONMN STATE
Tovwson Marviand 23204
Y g f" Fa i a0 PA N
REPRECSENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEIYS
TiTLE
"Baltimore County Courthouse"” — Naticnazl Register of Historic Places
LATE
Octob’\r 27, 1972 ZX_FEDERAL __STATE __COUNTY _LOCAL
- DEPOSITORY FO
o sunvey ecoros  U.S. Department of the Interior
@ CITY. TOWN STATE

D.C. 20240
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L jDESC QIPTICHN _ _ :
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECH ONE
X EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
—_GOOD __RUINS - X ALTERED __MOVED DATE. -
_ _FAIR __UNEXPOSED
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (!F KNCWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Raltimore County Courthouse has evolved over the years into

one of the few H-plan buildings, pudblic or private, in the State: ncr
are such buildings common across tiie naticn. Despite several remodel-
ings and additions, the Greek-Revival influence on the east facads

mains strong. The small-town concept of ha orlglnal v111qge has crad-
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which is ever increasing.

The green, tree-shaded lawn adds to the cityscape of the Courthouse
square in contrast to the multi-story, late 1960's office buildings
around the perimeter of the lawn.

Finished in the vear 1855, the original sandstone and marbles Balti-
more County Courthouse in Towson, Maryland was an impressive rectangular
block, two stories in height and nine bavs in length. The east facade
was embelllsheu with a two-storyv Creek Revival porte-ccchere with a nedi-
ment supported by fluted Doric columns. The large windows of botir the
first and second flcor levels were enhanced by a narrow, coved stone
lintel with a decorative croisette. At za later date, the shallow "A"

frame roof of the main block was crowned with a centered, eight-windowed,
pilastered, frame cupola bearing a decmed copper roof. All of these orig-
inal exterior treatments are preserved intact (1971).

u)

In 1910, two-story additions were built at the ncrth and southx ends
respectively, slightly recessea back from the facade (east) wall of th
original structure, a successful carry-over of the classical character o:
the building. It was also at this time that a rear (west) one-story wing
was added to the west, giving the structure an overall T-plan.

l() 1

Later remodeling was completed in 1925, including raising the west
wing to two full stories and extending it almost twice its original
length. 1In 1958, the final stage of the present form was completed.

This involved the erection of a massive three- story rectangular bleck at
the once exposed end of the 1910-1325 west adéition, and at this time ths
building evolved into its present H-plan.

Baldwin and Pennington are as significant to Maryland architecture
as Themas Dixon, if not more so. They designed a variety of structures
from buildings at Catholic University in Washington, to the Dre:LLgious
Maryiand Club in Baltimore, and to railrcad stations of all sizes for the
Baltimore and Chio Railrcad. Althoucgh they can hardly be called pionscrs
of modern architecture, Baldwin and Pennington made a larce and important
contribution +o the late ninetesnth century architectural heritage oFf

Maryland.

nrian, J. Richard Rivoires, "Tur-
galtimorz County Courthcuse, al-
Jdo not interfere with the Dixen co:x

~

In the words of architectural hi N
ther twentieth-contury additions to t!

though architecturally undistinguished,

A
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Baldwin and Pennington facades or with the dreen lawn in front.”

The courthouse is pleasantly situated within a park-like courthouse
x‘aﬁreen that is enjoyed freguently by VlSltOIS and townspeople alike.

.Court Room No. 5 was the county's first court room where the first
session was held, January 5, 1857, and this second-story room retains its
19th Century atmosphere almost unchanged, except for the installation of
electricity and period replacements to replace deteriorated items. The dark
woods, related accessories, and hard, straight spectator benches contribute
to the total "presence" of this typical American court room of the mid-to-
late 1800's. The numerous portraits form a gallery of judicial histcry.




3 SIGINIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTQRIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAF‘E_ARCHITECTURE RELIGICN
—1400-1433 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _>_<.LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1533 —AGRICULTUPRE —ECONOMICS _LITER;\TURE —SCULFTURE
—1600-16399 _}EARCHITECTURE - EDUCATION — MILITARY —SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
—170C-1793 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSsIC —THeATER
2(_\800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _ PHILCSCPHY — TRANSPORTATION
X 1900. ——COMMUNIC,.TIONS —INDUSTRY ZPOUTICS/‘GOVERNMENT —OTHER(SPECIFY:
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICAKCE

In 1854, the Commissioners of Baltimore County hired the architec-
tural firm of Dixon, Balbirnie & Dixon to design a courthcuse in Tcweson,
the new county seat. (In 1851, the Maryland legislature had separated
Baltimore City frem the county creating two independent political units.)
The cornerstone was lald on October 19, 1854; William H. Allen was build-
ing contractor.

Thomas Balbirnie left the firm a few months later. The remainin
partners, Thomas Dixon and his brother James M. Dixon, coatinued to su—
pervise the completion of the structure.

Thomas Dixon was a prominent architect in the Baltlwore area from
the 1850's until his death in 1856. His contenmporaries included Gecrc
A. Frederick, architect of the Baltimore City Hell and E. G. Lind, who
designed the Peabody Institute. Dixon, with the assistance of his broth-
er, drew the plancs for the Baltimore City Jail (1858). Thomas Dixon's
works vary ifirom a set of proposals for Baltimore County schools, to row-
houses on Lutaw Place in Bolton Hill (1853), to the Mount Vernon Place
United Methodist Church (1871).

Dixon's Greek-Revival courthouse 1s reminiscent of Hampton House
Hampton National Historic Monument, the home of the Ridgely family abou
three miles to the north. The courthouse cupola is almost a direct co
of the one at Hampton. However, Dixon's cupola is much more severe i
detaiiling in keeping with the severe stvle of the entire struc+ukv.

Hampton would have been a logical model for a Baltimore Ccunty
Courthouse. Architecturally, no other building in the countv can egual
it. The Ridgely's held a promirent place in i#aryland history. The
1850's owner, John Ridgely, had donated a forty-acre farm to the county.

However, the prcsent cupola is actually the stump of a three-cart,
Williawsmurg —-lik= spire shown on a rare county map of c. 1855. Lis re-
ported in the Baltinorce Countv Advecate of Aucuct 8, 1863, the Ccmmis-

sioners had given orders "to take down the two upper sections of the
1"

courthouse steeple ..." and to "cover remalnlng section with tin ..."
and to build a cornice.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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A mysterious fire started in the clerk's office on August 24, 1
and numerous civil dockets and papers were burned, giving rise to the sus-
picion that some person wished to destroy the evidence in a civil pro

'pen the safe in the treasurer's office, and made off with $13,000 in ca
and securities, some of it private funds left, as was the custom, for s
keeping by the treasurer. (Scharf, 1831, pp. 899ff)

Dixon & Dixon's courthouse served the county until the twentieth cen-
tury, when the expvanding county government reguired more svace. 1In 1810,
the Baltimore architects, E. F. Baldwin and Josias Pennington, enlarced the
courthouse — almost doubling the floor space. Seven years earlier, tn
firm had enlarged the size of the pMaryland State House in a Colonial-Revival
style which compliments the original 1777 section. Baldwin and Pennington
showed the same respect for old buildings in their addition to the Baltimcre
County Courthouse. They used the same type of stone, the same scale, iden-
tical windcw size and treatment.

Baldwin and Pennington extended the east facade to the north and to
the south. In order to prevent one vast expanse of stone wall that would
diminish the impact of the central portico, they tried to break up the east
facada. At the beginning of each addition at the north and south ends of
the original building, Baldwin and Pennington placed a pediment, supported
by two-story pilasters, echoing the temple form of the entrance. The result-

ing east wall, although almost a city block long, does not overpower the
central section. '

The Baltimore County Union reported on May 13, 1911, that Virginia .

urke, daughter of Judge Burke, for whom Burke Avenue is named, was t> pull
g p

he rope teo open the new part of the courthouse to the public. On April 28,
1912, Governor Wcodrow Wilson of New Jersey, to be nominated later that year
for President, spoke in the court room at Towson.

As noted under Item 7, the building was filled out to an H-plan by the
additions of 1956-1958. In 1976, the land and =2quity records, and most court
activity was moved into the large new County Courts Buildirng located across a
plaza to the west. The plaza occupies the former bed of Baltimore Avenue,
one of the thoroughfares included in the donation of the original four-acre
site to the pubklic by Dr. Grafton M. Bosely in 1854. '
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Laws of Maryland 1853-1854. Maryland 3tate Library, Court of Appeals
Building, Annapolis

Proceedings of the Commissioners of Baltimore County, 1852-1856, Hall
" of Records, Annapolis
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EGEGCCGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _ 4 _€XDressed in deed

VERBAL BOUNDARY CESCRIPTION

N1OE 320 ft
S80E 444 ft
S10w 320 ft
NBOW 444 ft

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR FROPERTIES OVER_APPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

" STATE None COUNTY None

STATE COUNTY

oo™

{FORM PREPARED BY

3 PANFUS WY 2 G G

“namesmirie John W. McGrain {(using National Register form by
Mrs. Preston Parrish, J. Richard Rivoire, and Nancy iller)

ORGANIZATION

DATE
Baltimore County Office of Planning & Zoning April 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
401 Bosley Avenue WAYNE | AP 1 ) 494-3495
CITY OR TOWN HISTORIL [0V SON, lNé, STATE
Towson '

Marvliand 21204

The Maryland listoric Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1874 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purpcses only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: lfaryland Historical Trust
. The Shaw House, 21 State Circle

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 267-1438 o
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Scharf, T. J., History of Baltimore City and County (Philadelphia, 1881},

pp. 898, 899, .
: adoff, Morris L., The Countv Courthouses and Records of Maryvland, Part
~ One: . The Courthouses. Annapolis: Hall of Records Commission, 1940.

"Report of the Commissioners of Baltimore County; In Answer to Resolutions
Passed by the House of Delegates January 14, 1856." House Documents F.
1856. Hall of Records, Annapolis. ’

"Office of the Clerk, Circuit Court for Baltimore County”
Orville T. Gosnell, Clerk. No date, pamphlet.

Baltimore City Directories: 1849-1886. Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore.

Diehlman File, Maryland Historical Society, Baltimore.
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MHT BA-96
me\03g0 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR WSTATE
(July 1969 NATIONA K SERVICE
C g}(‘ raam#‘ COUNTYy‘aW]Rn{q
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Baltimore
INVENTORY ~ NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONL Y
ENTRY NUMBER i IIAY;‘—_.
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
1. NAME '
C OMMON: -

Baltimore County Courthouse

AND OR HISTORIC:

Baltimore County Courthouse

[2. LOCATION

]STRLFT ANTC NUMBER;

Washington Avenue between Pennsylvania and Chesapeake Avecnues
TITY OR TOWN: T
Towson
STATE copE |COUNTY: cont
Maryland 24 Baltimore 005
[3. CLASSIFICATION !
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
w STATUS
Check One) OWNERSHIP o TO THE PUBLIC
lf_j District &) Building 1] Public Public Acquisition; 3¢ Occupied Yes:
1:_ Si . In Process . ] Res_'ricfed
L dite ] Structure [J Privote 1 1n [J Unoccupied e
t ] Object ] Both [ Being Considered [ Preservation work & Unrestricte
' in progress J Ne
{PRESENT USE (Check One ar Mare as Appropriate)
1 Agriculturol! X Government [ Park 7] Tronsportotion [J Comments
[ Commerciol ) tndustriol {7) Privote Residence [7] Other (Specify) _
™ Educotional ] Military [J Religious i
™ Entertainment 7 Museum {_] Scientific i -
f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
COWNER'S NAME: ,Z _ﬂ
T ! f_v >
Baltimore County, Maryland (SEE CONTINUATION SHEET) 'Rz
STREET AND NUMBER: 7 RN
: . b
Baltimore County Courthouse, Washington Avenue o
CiTY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE g
- 5%
| Towson _ Maryland 24
[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL.DESCRIPTION e . o
- .COUI?T“(;\J_.[. DF(IQYHY .Ol» DI!I) L IC - I
moo
Hall of Records ) W
STREET AND NUMBER: ! : b,
|
St. John's College Campus, College Avenue L5
CITY OR TOWN: STATE COisE 1 o
. TR
Annapolis Maryland 24 l—“’ -
b1
5. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS B
‘TITLE OF SURVEY: Z_
lMaryland Register of hlstorlc sites and lan@pg;ks I
cn.'n: OF SURVEY: 19 7]_ 1 | Fedcrol x Stair- bl roun?y f }7 Local /' 3
‘uEDOSlTORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: o - T i - i z
iMaryland Hlstorlcal Trust . IRE
}"(l(ffl I‘NINUMU}H - B B T T 1(—r:‘
94 Collegc Avenuc ‘ 12
CITY OR TOWHN: T T T T STATE: o T | coot - _#l ‘_<
Annapolis Maryland |24
i |

FT’:‘ ”
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|7. DESCRIPTION

. (Check One)
Excellent ] Good [} Fair {1 Deteriorated [ Ruins {T] Unexposed

CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)

1 Altered [T} Unaltered [ Moved [X Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Baltimore County Courthouse is located on a city
block in Towson, Maryland. It is bounded on the east bv
Washington Avenue, on the south by Chesapeaké& Avenue, on the
west by Baltimore Avenue and on the north by Pennsylvania
Avenuc.

Finished in the year 1855, the original sandstone and
marble Baltimcre County Courthouse in Towson, Maryland, was
an impressive rectangular block, two stories in height and
nine bays in length. The cast facade was embellished with a
two-story Greek Revival porte-cochére with a pediment supported
by £luted Doric columns. The large windows of both the first
and second floor level were enhanced by a narrow, coved stone
lintel with a decorative croisette. At a later date the
shallow "A" frame roof of the main block was crowned with a
centered, eight-windowed, pilastered, frame cupola bearinc a
domed copper roof. All of these original exterior treatments
are preserved intact (1971).

In 1910 two-story additions were built at the north anc
south ends respectively, slichtly recessed back from the
facade (east) wall of the original structure, a successful
carry-over of the classical character of the buildinc. It
was also at this time that a rear (west) one-story wing was
added to the west giving the structure an overall T plan.

Later remodeling in 1925 was completed which included
raising the west wing to two full stories and extending it
almost twice its original length. In-1858 the final stage
of the present form was completed. This involved the evection
of a massive three-story rectangular block at the once
exposed end of the 1910-1925 west addition and at this fime
the building evolved into its present "H" plan.

The courthouse is pleasantly situated within a park-like
courthouse green that is enjoyed frequently by visitors and
townspeople alike.

135S
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B SiGRIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
] Pre-Columbion [ 16th Century [ 18th Century X 20th Century
[ 15th Century [ 17th Century 3} 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATES) (If Applicable and Known) 1856; 1910; 1925; 1956-1958

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
{3 Urbon Pilonning

Abor iginol [T} Educotion [ Politicol

[ Prehistoric (O Engineering [ Religion/Phi® {1 Other (Specity)
C] Historic . O Industry losophy

3 Agriculture [ Invention ] Science

Architecture [ Londscope [ Sculpture

O Art ‘ Architecture [T} Sociol/Humon-

3 Commerce [ Literoture itorion

(O Communicotions 1 Militory ] Theoter

[ Conservotion [0 Music "] Tronsportotion

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

The Baltimore County Courthouse has evolved over the
vears into one of the few "H" plan buildings, public or
private, in the state; nor are they common across the nation.
Despite several remodelings and having sustained several
additions, the Greek-Revival influence on the east facade
remains strong. The small-town concept of the corigineal
village has gradually been overwhelmed by the inevitable
expansion of Baltimore County, and it is ever increasing.

The green, tree-shaded lawn adds to the cityscape of the
Courthouse square in contrast to the multi-story post World
war II office buildings around the perimeter of the lawn.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Ty tey

In 1854 thHe Commissioners of Baltimore County hired the
architectural firm of Dixon, Balbirnie & Dixon to design a
courthouse in Towson, the new county seat. (In 1851 the
Maryland legislature had separated Baltimore City from the
county creating two independent political units.)

Thomas Balbirnie left the firm a few months later. The
remaining partners, Thomas Dixon and his brother James M.
Dixon, continued to supervise the completion of the structurec.

Thomas Dixon was a prominent architect in the Baltimore
area from the 1850's until his death in 1856. Ilis con-
temporaries included Georgc A. Frederick, architect of the
Galtimore City Hall and . G Lind who designoed the toeabiocy
Institute. Dixon, with the assistance of his bLrother who
died in 1863 abruptly ending his architectural carecr, drevw
the plans for the Baltimore City Jail (1859). Thomas Dixon's
-works vary from a set of proposals for Baltimore Countv
schools, to rowhouses on Futaw Place in Bolton Hill (1853),
to the Mount Vernon Place United Methodist Church (1871).

SEE CONTINUATION SHDET
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f?. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Recorders:

Baltimore City Directories.

Dielman File.

Historian, Maryland Historical

Library, Baltimore, Maryland.

Maryland Historical

1849-1886.

J. Richard Rivoire, Maryland Historical Trust,
94 College Avenue, Annapolis, Maryland; Nancy Miller,

Trust.

Society, Baltimore, Maryland,

Enoch Pratt Free i

Y

| SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
— - N [, .
| 10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA = R — I
LATITUDE AND L_ON.GITUDE COORDINATE‘S 1 _ATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATFS )
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
[CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDL
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW [} . " o , " o , "

e o . . © 0 "] 39° 23 59 7 |76 ° 36 23.5
¢ SE [=] 13 » o 13 »

SW o ) L] o ' - . _
ADPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 4 acres o -
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR-P—l‘?O_.P;RH‘;AE-S’O.\II-ERL:APF’ING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES |
STATE: CobE | counTy cout |
STaTE: " T [ ¢one | counTy: cope
STATE: c6DE | counTY: COoDE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: conr

1. FORM PREPARED BY . !

tiAME AND TITLE: : i

Mrs. Preston Parish, Keeper of the Maryland Register J
GUGANIZATION DATE

Maryland Historical Trust e Jan. 17, 1972
STREET AND NUMBER:

94 College Avenue ,
iCITY OR TOWN: STATE . conE
xAnnapolis Maryland 24

:TZ. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAIION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Nu-

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89.665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of sipntfeanc e of thes nomimation is:

State || Local 3

National |}

[ Aond

W4

4

L )(\'_( il (_'A(,‘__.{ %

Name

Orlando Ridout IV

Tine _State Liaison Officer
for Maryland

vae January 18, 1972

National Register.

Chinf, Oflice of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

|

ATTEST: . )
|

t

—Kc-(_-];;-r u-[-'!'liu.-AN.-'finrml Reoepister ‘

|

Trate

GPO 901t .087
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Form 10-300qa UNITEL STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) i NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryland
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |county
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Baltimore
FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet)

(Number all entries)

BEaltimore County Courthouse

#4, OWNER OF PROPERTY continued

(contact) Mr. Dale Anderson, County IExecutive
County Office Building
111 West Chesapeake Avenue
Towson, Maryland 21204

#8. SIGNIFICANCE continued

Dixon's Greek-Revival courthouse is reminiscent of
Hampton House, Hampton National Historic Monument, the home
of the Ridgely family about three miles to the north. The
courthouse cupola is almost a direct copy of the one at
Hampton. However, Dixon's cupola is much more severe in de-
tailing in keeping with the severe style of the entire
structure.

Hampton would have been a logical model for a Ealtimore
County Courthouse. Architecturally no other building in the
county can equal it. The Ridgely's held a prominent place
in Maryland history. The 1850's owner, John Ridgely, had
donated a forty acre farm to the county.

Dixon & Dixon's courthouse served the county until the
twentieth century, when the expanding county government re-

quired more space. In 1910 the Baltimore architects, E. F.
Baldwin and Josias Pennington, enlarged the courthouse--
almost doubling the floor space. Seven years earlier the

firm had enlarged the size of the Marvland State lLiouse in a
Colonial-Revival style which compliments the original 1777
section. Baldwin and Pennington showed the same respect for
o0ld buildings in their addition to the Baltimore County Court-
house. They used the same type of stone, the same scale,
identical window size and treatment.

Baldwin and Pennington extencded the east facade to the
nortit and to the south. Tn order to prevent one vast expanne
of stonce wall that would diminish the impact ol the central
portico, they tried to break up the east facade. At the
beginning of each addition at the north anrd south ends of the
original building Baldwin and Pennington placed a pediment,
supported by two-story pilasters, echoing the temple form
of the entrance. The resulting east wall, althouch almost a
city block long, does not overpower the central section.

(1 of 2 continuation shocts)
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Form 10-300a UNI"  3TATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR TATE “]
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryland
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES [counTty
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Baltimore
FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet)

(Number all entries)

Baltimore County Courthouse,

#8. SIGNIFICANCE continued

Baldwin and Pennington are as significant to Maryland
architecturc as Thomas Dixon, if not more so. They designed
a variety of structures from buildings at Catholic University
in Washington, to the predigious Maryland Club in Baltimore
to - railroad stations of all sizes for the Raltimore and Ohio
Railrocad. Although they can hardly be called pioneers of
modern architecture, Baldwin and Pennington made a large and
important contribution to the late nineteenth centurv archi-
tectural heritage of Maryland.

Further twentieth-century additions to the Baltimore
County Courthouse, although architecturally undistinguished,
do not interfere with the Dixon or Baldwin and Pennington
facades or with the green lawn in front.

4#9., REFERENCES continued

Laws of Maryland 1853-1854. Maryland State Library, Annapolis,
' Maryland.

Proceedings of the Commissioners of Baltimore County, 1852-1856.
Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland.

Radoff, Morris L., The County Courthouses and Records of Mary-
land Part One: The Courthouses. Annapolis: Hall qf
Records Commission, 1960.

"Report of the Commissioners of Baltimore County; In Answer to
Resolutions Passed by the House of Delegates Januarv 14,
1856." House Documents F. 1856. Hall of Records,
Annapolis, Maryland.

"Office of the Clerk Circuit Court for Baltimore County"
Orville T. Gosnell, Clerk. ©No date. pamphlet. Attached.

(2 of 2 continuation sheets)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR BTATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryland
¢ COUNTY
NATIOi . REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Baltimore
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) =NIGERS L CATE
COMMON Baltimore County Courthouse
anpior mistoric:  Baltimore County Courthouse
[2. LOCATION : - . '
STREET AND NUMBER: . g
Washington Avenue between Pennsylvania & Chesapeake Avenues
CITY OR TOWN:
Towson
STATE: CODE (COUNTY: CDOoE
Maryland : . 24 Baltimore nns
[3.. PHOTO REFERENCE = "~ . e : ' :
PHOTO CREDIT: Nancv Miller

DATE OF PHOTO: Julvy 14'_ 1971 :

NEGATIVE FILED AT: Maryland Historical Trust

L _ 94 College Avenue, Annapolis, Maryland 21401
[4. IDENTIFICATION . iy e :

OESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTIDN, ETC.

East facade

JHW

96-Yd




INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR : 2SR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryvland
‘ COUNTY
NATIONA. REGISTFR OF HISTORIC PLACES Baltimore |
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) —TRY NUVBER L
{1. NAME : - - A
COMMON: Baltimore County Courthouse
ANG/OR HISTORIC: Baltimore County Courthouse
[2. LOCATION” ' L B _ B

STREET ANO NUMBER:

Washington Avenue between Pennsylvania Avenue & Chesapeake Ave.

CITY OR TOWN:
Towson

STATE: COOE |COUNTY: CO OE

Maryland Baltimore

B. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTC CREDRIT: unknown

SAVE OF ROV miFicme mid=185Q0's, before 1910

[SofTIVEFILES AT nO negative extant; original hangs in County

[4. IDENTIFICATION _

Executive's Office, Baltimore County Courthouse, Towson. Md.

‘ReprodUCed on cover of pamphlet: "Office of the Clerk Circuit

‘OESC'RIBE‘V|EW. OIRECTION, ETC.

Southeast facade of courthouse before additions of 1910

Court for Baltimore Countv"
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Orville T. Gosnell, Clerk. n.p., c. late 196D's

LHNW

96-vd



INSTRYUCTIONS

SEE

MHT BA-9¢
Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryland

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES couNTY
Baltimore
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ANLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER CATE

[I. NAME ]

ICOMMON:

IAND OR HISTORIC:

Baltimore County Courthouse

[2. LOCATION.

Baltimore County Courthouse

STREET AND NUM BER:
Washington Avenue between Pennsylvania Avenue and Chesapeake

CITY OR TOWN:
Towson

Avenue

STATE:

Maryland

COUNTY:

CODE CODE

24 Baltimore

008

|3. MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE:

U.5.G.S. 7.5 minute map;

Towson Quadrangle, Marvland

SCALE:

1:24,000

photorevised 1966

DATE:

4. REQUIREMENTS i

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

ML
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Maryland BA-96

Baltimore County Courthouse
District IX a3009¢| 59/
Towson

1854

Built of limestone from local quarries, on five acres
of land purchased from Dr. Grafton M., Bosley. Greek Revival
Style - very pleasing proportions - additions in 1910,

1925, 1958.

(JOMD: A, he g o S SRR bu?w

(First HABS Report)

E. Frances Offutt

HABS COMMITTEE OF BALTIMORE
COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Court House - Towson, Baltimore County
Recorded in Library of Congress
9238 ‘ B
1-1
Historians and Architect's Work Sheets
EABS-HODC ' BUFF Sttached
Form 2C
VII.28.1959 HISTORIC AMIRICAYX BUILDIHGS SURVEY
Architect's Work Sheet for "Photo-data Books" (Part II)
TwE
Baltimore County Court House Towson, Baltimore County, Maryland
nane of structure state, county, township, locality, etc.
Original Building-2 stories Original rectangular plan, wings added
Basement and sub-basement additions to rear, creating T shape,
Stone Later additicns formed H shaped bldg.
number of stories type wall construction layout

Later additions-L stories
including basement

GENFRAL STATIMRIT

Architecturnl interest and merit Original Towson Court House built in 1855 of limestone
and martle-classic Greek Revival style-cupola and portico, with six massive Doric
Columns-symmetrical

Condition of fabric

Excellent

DETAILED DESCRIPTION FXTERIOR

Overall demensions Original Building 1855- 15,000 sq. fe:t- additions in 1905and
1910—1925and 1958 making total of 124,500 sq. feet. Old Court House renovated
and modernized in 1+63-6L

Foundations
Stone

¥all construction Stone- original Building-2'6" masonry (limestcne). Additions
matching stone-1'6"

Porches, stoovs, bulkheads, etc., Portico dominates East Facade- Six Classic Doric Columns
L' in dizmeter at base support the architrave and frieze above- Frieze is divided into
panels engraved with 3 verticle grcves-one over each column and one between in true
classic style. The stone floor is of slate and marble squares laid in diagonal patterr.

The stone was guerried locally at Limekilr and Beaver Dam;®toops at side
entrances flanked by smaller cclumrs-stone steps-etc.

Chimneys- Stone 5 in all
Ovenings - doorways and doors Main entrance facing east and two side entrances-all witn
vestibules-outer and inner doors-orginally panelled wood-now glass and metal. 0ld doors
replaced with solid wood thru out except original court room- unchanged.

é

6 windows and shutters in criginal ouilding First floor window panes & , second

floor J wood frames-replaced with metal when renovated. Stone trim arocund windows and
two stcne brackets beneath each sill. ' '

Roof - shane, covering [iP = Roof - Slate
. cornice, eaves  Stone

dormers, cupolag Wood cupola - metal covered - painted - small windows



B9-9%
INTERIOR
Floor olans (by floor)

Photostats Attached

Stairwoys Original Building - Cast iron- replaced by metal stair rail and terrazzo
steps :

Flooring Original Building - #ain corrid-rs marble, rectangles form a pattern.
In additions - Terrazzo Floors

Wall 2nd ceiling finish Main corridors marble veneer thru out - in old building
plaster over stone, in new building over concrete.

Doorways and doors In original Building - recessed and wood panelled doors, plain
wood thru out.

Trim NoO
Hardware Originally cast iron and brass - now modern

Lighting Formerly lamps and gas - L origi~al chandeliers, each with 12 round milk
glass globes on bronze fixture made for gas, converted to electric in old court
room-all other lignting fluorescent, recessed .

Heating (firevlaces, stoves,
central, etc. ) Originally fire places, perhaps stoves- presently, central heating

(0il) and air conditioning thru out.

. SITE
Orientation (by commass reading
and general setting) Court House Building faces Fast. Right of wa' in 1356 extended

to York Road- now property borders on Washington Ave. jto north on Pennsylvania Ave.,
tc south on Chesapeake Ave.)to west on Baltimore Ave.

Tnclosures (fences, etc.) Wrought iron spiked fence encloses groundsy granite posts
to support gates on four sides, originall-. As building has grown, surrounding
ground space has diminished and balance and proportion in original design has been

Outbuildings Not any lost.

Walks, driveways, etc., Concrete walks about the building- on three sides and lezding
tc street. No driveways.

landscaving, gardens, etec., 0ld trees - Linden,line mein walkway to frcnt entrance.
¥aple, pine and oak, shrubtery includes magnnlia, Japanese cherry, azalea, ground rover
Prenared by g Pace, Cyuddd (v rEcin ,j)hlldnfﬂbﬁhA of ivy ‘Ce

Date Sent. (F¢S .  Seqr. 2/, 15¢ €

COFNTINUATICNS: Aﬁy %f the above entries may be continued on additional
sheets.
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HABS-FODC | BLUE

Forr 3B
VIiI.15.1959 hol
Eistorian's ‘"or!

Sh-ot for "Photo-data Booxs' (Part I)

Yame of Structurc Baltimore County Court House

Address__ sashipeton Axenus, Towson, Baltigore County, Maryland
Statc, county, township, locality, stre~t addrrss or location

Present Ovn~r (give address) Baltimore County

Pr-~s-nt Occuvant County Government

Pres-nt Use County Government

Bricf Statrment of Siznificance (historicsl): Towsontown became the County seat
of Baltimore County by papular vote in 18 3. " 'A nurber of rrominent citizens proposed

giving land for the building of a court house. +he Court House property was sub-
sequently conveyed by deed on dept. 26, 185L from Dr. Orefton W. Bosley to the

~HYSTCAT EIST OV cbabemomba Qe \ en
CoﬁﬁiégianégéTof Bg 11 SEoteTanss, Shpd WS Socumeont &) Joot. 29, 1854 in Liber H.M.F.
Original and subsern~nt ovnrrs 49 folio 62. It prcvided for a parcel of ground
containing four acresana a rignt of way to York Road. The first session of the
Court was neld on dJan. 5, 1857.

Dat~ of Frrction 1855

Archit-ct Dixon and Baldwin

Buildrr, sunmlicrs, ctce. William H. Ailen - builder
John F. Connolly - stonecutter

Originnl olans, construction, ctc. No? available - However, the original courthouse
was built to accomrodate one main court \ Circuit) and Orphans Court - Register of
Wills - Record Office and served L5,000 population.

Totcs on alt -rations and ~d7itions (see attached photostats)

The present Court House contains 7 Court rooms, a People's Court, dousing Court,
Assessment (ffice and numerous other offices. The County Cffice Building on
Chesapeake Avenue provides spcce for still more departments. & Council Chamber,
Cowrt of Appeals, etc. and more space is needed as the county population scars to

over half a million (1966)



vt

HISTORICAL EVENTS CONNECTED WITH STRUCTURE Following the Separation of Baltimo:
County and SBaltimore City in 1851, it becare necessary to select a seat of
government and construct a court house. Prior to 1854 when the cornerstone of
the Court House was laid, the one previous to that nac been in saltimore (1763 on
Jones Falls-fsee Photostat); still earlier there was a Court House at Jcppatown
in 1725-(see Photostat). The very first c-untv seat was cr the Bush River and most
prohably there was 2 Court-House -theres There have beer no special historical
events connected with the Court House, but it has bezn in ccntinuous use since 1357-
and many prominent judges have presided there. Their portraits line the walls of
the old Court Room “n the original building.

A legal library of valuable books and documents collected over the rast century
is available to lawyers and interested terscns, dn the s=cond flcor cf tne old
Court House.

Importart o0ld views
(with location)

See attached phioctograrh of Bzltimore County Court House soon after it was built.

Sources of information Baltimore County Progress Report - Uept. of Public Works
(with location)

History of taltimore County-300th Anniversary- Walter 5. Atkinson 195

History of Baltimore City and Baltimore County - J. Thomas Scnarf

Hi Ralti - Edwin K. Gontrum 1966
i '; ts on the History of Ealtimore County Zdwin K. Gontru ‘
S ilo nov YetI?LVGStlgafed Maryland Historical society Records
Newsvaper articles from County papers - ihe Ugion 1850 - The Union News purchased
by The Jeffersonian in 1911 and the Maryland Journal 1865

- :'I Ve [ i " w
Prepared by__ > P Ag. .. Cldandl [ ad St Jomsrnits

Date (2444 (G e g | !‘4_,./{/ Z/, 1966

‘INSTRUCTIONS FOR DOCUMENTATION

Published references: Give author's full name, exact title from title
page (underlined), publisher, olace of publication, date, page references.

Manuscrint referenccs: Give location of manusctint and note if long-
hand or tyoed. Cite "from," "to," date, cte.

Interviews: If information came from a mcrsonal inter-—iew, give comnlete
name and address of informant.

CONTINUATIONS: Any of the ~bo e entries may be continued on additional
sherts., BEract transcriots in ruotes from pertinent docurents are
esnecially welcomed as anmendices or otherwise,
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JOPPA_ROAD
G M COURT HOUSE
o
.M. BOSLEY —  OURT HOUSE Tmll~ Ns.n “36- na.chew |
EIN -
A TraMl -2
2 ¢ L . g; , 4 e ™ N =

SSSN 4 B.W. PAYHE

FCIRCA 1860 3
= 3

i

wisken?r /)
ronenfy f BOUEN

In case the Voters of Baltimore County shall designate TOWBON TOWN as their County Seat of Justice, the un-
dersigned, agree to give for the erection of a Court House and Jail for said county, a lot of ground not less than five acres, as
nnmbered on the above Plat, from No. I to No. 5, inclusive—that ias to say, Henry B. Chew, will give the choice of the
five acres, in Lots No. I, 2, or 3; Benj. N. Payne, will give the five scres in Lot No. 4, and Grafton M. Bosley, will
give the five'acres in Lot No. 5.

And we agree to leave it to the Commissioners of Baltimore Connty, or to any other proper authority, to determine
which of the ssid Lots of five acres each, they will select for said purpose, and, which ever Lot may be selected, a good
and sufficient Deed will be given for the same, for the nse of said  ounty.

‘WITNESS our hands this 14th day of December, I853.
HENRY B. CHEW,
BENJ. N. PAYNE,
GRAFTON M. BOSLEY.

In case the Voters of Baltimore County shall designate Towson Town as their Connty seat of Justice, the undersign-
ed, agree to give for the Alms House for said County, forty acres of good land, within 2 miles of said Towson Town, and
to execute a good and suflicient Deed for the same.

88, my hand, this 14th day of December, 1853.
J. RIDGELY, of H.

_—

Above is a Plat of Towson Town, with the offer made by certain persons, to Five Forty F1vE Acees of land to the
County, to erect a Court House, Jail, Almshouse, and other appropriate buildings for the use of the County, all of which
would then be convenient to each other. The central situation of this place—its accessibility from all parts of the County,
b‘y Tnnﬁlke and other roads, alraddgopened, witha Iail Road about two miles from the spot; its high and ‘lienlthy posi-
tion, with pure water, and an abundance of building materials, evidently polnt to this place as the proper oné, for locating
a “ Couxry Towx’ for Baltimore County, and where it will not be put to the expense of making new roads, or movine

T8 SYILDINGS AT A FUTURE PERIOD.
TOWSON TOWN.






HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF COURTHOUS
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CONSTRUCTIC!!

- PROPOSED /
1955 /
SUB-BASEMENT, BASEMENT, FIRST,MEZ Z., SECOND Fy
// ///// i
[ TTTTTTY /
T 2 s I . -
x BASEMENT,FIRST,SECOND FLOOR |} uw 2
2 o .
FUTURE o Z WU L UL Sw 2 FUTURE
3 STORYADDITION| ¥ 77 777777 amz 2 STORY ADDITION
ABOVE Oqz /PROPOSED/ o= % ABOVE
o-3 | isesf/ 1955 / i1s25 fe W
| = W Iseconof BASEMENT, 7/ Asecong] & Q
& <« [FLOOR [ FIRST,SECOND { FLOOR @
@ /FLOORS//
/
1910 1854 —— 1910 —/
“BASEMENT TO] BASEMENT TO SECOND FLOOR [ BASEMENT TO3
_ THIRD FLOOR ' " THIRD FLOOR
1 lJ ) I ¥
} —
FLOOR AREA OF ADDITION S
ADDITIONAL FLOOR AREA TOTAL FLOOR AREA
YEAR IN SQUARE FEET OF BUILDING
1854 TO 1910 15,000
1910 To 1925 14,500 29,500 ’
1925 TO 1955 23,000 52,500
1955 To 1975° 72,500 125,000 .
. 1975 TO 2000%Y4 20,000 45,000

* OR WHEN THE POPULATION REACHES 750C,000.
w3 OR WHEN THE POPULATION REACHES [,000,000.
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